
 

 

Palacio de Cañete C/ Mayor 69, planta 1 · 28013 Madrid · Spain www.clubmadrid.org 

President  
Danilo Türk 
 
Vice-Presidents 
Cassam Uteem 
Laura Chinchilla 
 
Secretary General 
Maria Elena Aguero 
 
Honorary Co-Chair 
William J. Clinton 
 
Members 
Valdas Adamkus  
Esko Aho 
Martti Ahtisaari  
Sadiq Al Mahdi  
José María Aznar 
Michelle Bachelet 
Jan Peter Balkenende 
Joyce Banda 
Rupiah Banda 
José Manuel Barroso 
Carl Bildt  
Valdis Birkavs 
Kjell Magne Bondevik 
Gro Harlem Brundtland  
John Bruton 
Jerzy Buzek 
Felipe Calderón 
Micheline Calmy-Rey 
Kim Campbell 
Fernando H. Cardoso 
Aníbal Cavaco Silva  
Joaquim Chissano 
Jean Chrétien 
Helen Clark 
Philip Dimitrov  
Luisa Diogo 
Abdurrahim El Keib 
Elbegdorj Tsakhia 
Leonel Fernández  
José María Figueres 
Vigdís Finnbogadóttir 
Vicente Fox 
Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle 
Yasuo Fukuda 
Joachim Gauck 
César Gaviria 
Amine Gemayel 
Felipe González  
Mikhail Gorbachev 
Alfred Gusenbauer 
António Guterres 
Han Seung-soo 
Tarja Halonen 
François Hollande 
Osvaldo Hurtado 
Hamadi Jebali 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 
Mehdi Jomaa 
Alain Juppé 
Horst Köhler 
Milan Kucan 
John Kufuor 
Chandrika Kumaratunga 
Aleksander Kwasniewski 
Luis A. Lacalle Herrera 
Ricardo Lagos 
Zlatko Lagumdžija 
Lee Hong-Koo 
Yves Leterme 
Thabo Mbeki 
Rexhep Meidani 
Carlos Mesa 
James Michel 
Benjamin Mkapa 
Festus G. Mogae 
Mario Monti 
Olusegun Obasanjo  
Ochirbat Punsalmaa  
Roza Otunbayeva 
George Papandreou 
Anand Panyarachun 
Pratibha Patil 
Andrés Pastrana 
Percival N. J. Patterson 
Sebastián Piñera 
Romano Prodi  
Jorge Quiroga 
Iveta Radicova 
Mariano Rajoy 
Fidel V. Ramos  
José M. Ramos-Horta 
Poul N. Rasmussen  
Oscar Ribas Reig 
Mary Robinson 
José Luis R. Zapatero 
Petre Roman 
Kevin Rudd 
Jorge F. B. de Sampaio 
Julio María Sanguinetti 
Wolfgang Schüssel 
Jennifer Mary Shipley 
Johanna Sigurdardottir 
Fuad Siniora 
Hanna Suchocka 
Boris Tadic 
Jigme Yoser Thinley 
Helle Thorning-Schmidt 
Martin Torríjos 
Aminata Touré 
Herman Van Rompuy 
Guy Verhofstadt 
Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga 
Susilo B. Yudhoyono 
Ernesto Zedillo  
 
Constituent Foundations 
Cristina Manzano 
Anthony Jones 
George Matthews 
José Manuel Romero 
 
Honorary Members 
Ban Ki-moon 
Jimmy Carter  
Jacques Delors 
Enrique Iglesias 
Aung San Suu Kyi 
Javier Solana 

MESSAGE FROM 

WORLD LEADERSHIP ALLIANCE-CLUB DE MADRID 

TO THE SPECIAL G20 LEADERS' SUMMIT 

ON THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

March 25, 2020 

 

This is the time when the world needs unity and leadership. COVID-19 is a 

threat to all and must be fought by all.  The effectiveness and ultimate 

success of our efforts will, however, depend on leadership. Therefore, the 

initiative of the leaders of the G-20 is very welcome. In 2009 the G-20 

charted the way to overcome the financial crisis. Today, global health, our 

common global good, is threatened. Collective response and visionary 

action are necessary. 

 

Each government must find the most effective ways to fight COVID-19, 

depending on the needs and conditions in its country.  In the difficult 

circumstances caused by the global spread of the disease we have to adjust 

the mindsets of all leaders and, indeed, of all people, to the requirements 

of the situation. Many of us are working from home. Many cannot. But we 

all have to find ways of ensuring life and the highest possible level of health 

for all. This requires solidarity both within national borders and 

internationally. 

 

As Members of the World Leadership Alliance-Club de Madrid, all 

democratic, former heads of state and government from around the globe 

– and much as we did at the time of the 2008 financial crisis, we feel a 

special responsibility to stand with our successors, with the G20 leaders and 

with all citizens of the world, in addressing this pandemic and its impact on 

the well-being of people, the global economy and the global financial 

system. 

 

The world expects the leaders of G 20 to show the way forward, with a 

unifying voice and specific proposals. One has already been proposed by 

the Government of Norway: Creation of an international fund for assistance 

to the Global South to deal with the consequences of COVID-19. There will 

be other proposals in due course and they will all deserve careful 

consideration and effective responses.  
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Meanwhile, we need funding to support the efforts of the World Health 

Organization to coordinate the response to the pandemic, and to facilitate 

the supply of face masks and personal protection gear, testing kits and 

equipment globally needed by health professionals. These efforts should be 

supported by the World Bank which already in 2016, called for a Pandemic 

Emergency Financing Facility. This is now essential without delay. 

 

We also support the IMF’s call for coordinated fiscal stimuli to mitigate 
against long-lasting economic damage. Health spending on monitoring, 

testing, containment and treatment have to be the main priority. 

Moreover, a well – coordinated, significant global fiscal stimulus package 

for the global economy is also needed, especially as the effects of the COVID 

– 19 pandemic will be greater than any global recession of past decades. 

 

In addition, this is the time to consider long term improvements to the way 

the international system deals with infectious diseases and thus strengthen 

our common security. The efforts of the World Health Organization deserve 

full support, including financial support. The world is looking to the G-20 for 

leadership and effective measures that will help end the scourge of COVID-

19 soon, and will make the world better prepared for pandemics and other 

infectious diseases, economically more stable, socially and politically 

inclusive and, above all, safer for us all. We look forward to the results of 

your deliberations tomorrow.  

 

 


